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IDEA Public Schools’ #1 priority is the safety of our students and staff. We are excited to introduce 
SchoolCap, a tool designed to help our IDEA families make an informed decision to either send your 
student back to school or keep them at home to continue distance learning. 

SchoolCap

COLOR CODES
 Green = Safe Capacity, greater than 10 open seats
 Yellow = Near Capacity, between 0 and 10 open seats
 Red = At or over preferred capacity, less than 0 open seats

HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDELINES
IDEA will make every reasonable accommodation to abide by CDC safety and social distancing guidelines. We will never turn a child 
away from attending IDEA Public Schools, as long as he or she has met all health screening protocols.

 Ħ We ask parents to monitor campus capacity carefully and exercise extreme caution if choosing to send your student to 
school when the campus is near or has exceeded student capacity. 

 Ħ It is possible that these protocols may be modified dependent upon how many parents choose to send their children to 
school, particularly around social distancing and transportation.

HOW SCHOOLCAP WORKS
Parents can log in to the PowerSchool Parent Portal using any device, then click on the SchoolCap tab to see how many students 
are going to attend school in person compared to the schools’ maximum capacity. It only takes 30 seconds for parents to select how 
their student will attend school-On Campus or with Distance Learning.

The capacity in the table is an up-to-date reflection of the current demand for in-person instruction and how far above or below that 
demand is compared to your school’s safety thresholds.  

 Ħ On Campus = If selected, student will attend classes in-person on campus for the selected week.
 Ħ Distance Learning = If selected, student will attend classes online from home for the selected week.
 Ħ Capacity = The number of students a campus can safely accommodate based on the current School Reopening Phase.
 Ħ Reserved Seats = Current number of students planning to attend classes in-person on campus for the selected week.
 Ħ Open Seats = Current number of students who can safely choose on-campus instruction for the selected week.
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Easily select your preference of either sending your scholar back to campus or continuing distance learning for the remainder of the 
quarter. Changes can be made to remaining weeks in the selected quarter. Changes cannot be made to current or previous weeks.

HOW-TO: Set Learning Preference  

STEP-BY-STEP
1. 1. Navigate to the PowerSchool Parent Portal for your state Navigate to the PowerSchool Parent Portal for your state 

using any web browser.using any web browser.
• • Texas Texas https://powerschool.ideapublicschools.org/public/https://powerschool.ideapublicschools.org/public/
• • Louisiana Louisiana https://laidea.powerschool.com/public/https://laidea.powerschool.com/public/

2. 2. Sign in using your PowerSchool Parent Username and Sign in using your PowerSchool Parent Username and 
Password.Password.

3. 3. Select a Student from the tabs on the top left. Select a Student from the tabs on the top left. 

4. 4. Select the SchoolCap tab on the top of the left side menu. Select the SchoolCap tab on the top of the left side menu. 

5. 5. View the current capacity for your campus. View the current capacity for your campus. 

6. 6. Select “On Campus” or “Distance Learning” by week. Select “On Campus” or “Distance Learning” by week. 

7. 7. Click “Update” to save your selection.Click “Update” to save your selection.

8. 8. Repeat the process for additional IDEA scholars in the Repeat the process for additional IDEA scholars in the 
household.household.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For more information about accessing SchoolCap and the 
PowerSchool Parent Portal visit: 
https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/resources/ 

Changes cannot be made to the current week in SchoolCap. 
Please, contact your campus directly if you need to change your 
student’s learning environment for the current week.
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